
Discovering Slough and the Universe

Presentation for Slough Cultural Education Partnership and Arts Lead Forum June 2022 



• To give updates about Slough Museum – where we are now (including literally)

• To share information about the Herschel 200 programme and how to get involved

• To demonstrate how the Herschel family history in Slough has national, 
international and intergalactic significance 

• To provide ideas for Slough art teachers about resources and inspiration from 
Slough Museum’s collection to support the art curriculum and the cross-curricular 
art and design opportunities

• To find out what else is needed to shape the offer for Slough schools and students
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Herschel Compass – journey, maths, location tracking, moral compass, gifts, typeface   
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Observatory House fireplace tile – natural history, myth, manufacture, then & now 
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Infrared discovery in Slough – science, medicine, environment, portraiture, rainbows  
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Cyanotype – photographic process

In 1839, William’s son - Slough born John Herschel –
coined the term photography within the European 
scientific community and was the first to apply 
the terms negative and positive to photography.

John Herschel also made numerous important 
contributions to photography and photographic 
processes, particularly in inventing the cyanotype, 
as a way of reproducing astronomical and 
mathematical notes and diagrams.

Cyanotype is a photographic printing process 
that produces a cyan-blue print. Engineers used 
the process well into the 20th century as a 
simple and low-cost way of producing copies 
of architectural plans, known as blueprints. 
The process uses two chemicals: ammonium iron 
citrate plus potassium ferricyanide that gives 
its deep blue quality.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyanotype




Make with the Museum
Last Saturday of the month 
The Curve 

Create a Cyanotype
Saturday 3rd September
The Curve 
as part of Slough 

William Herschel birthday 
celebration
Venue TBC
Tuesday 15th November
Choirs, singers, musicians….



Slough Museum is about more than just the universe! 

The collection covers a period of around 10,000 years – from woolly mammoths to the present day
and charts the development of the town of Slough, its public, social and domestic life, 
developments in science, technology, agriculture and industry and the impact of these on the 
town in the past, present and the future.

Since collecting began in 1985, Slough Museum has acquired around 3,500 objects and documents 
(consisting of prints, paintings, drawings; maps; numismatics; documents; decorative art; 
costume; geology; archaeology; occupational tools and equipment; Slough-made products & 
packaging; toys and other juvenilia) and 7,500 photographs. 

Slough Museum has eight Pods in The Curve, the central library and cultural hub for Slough.
We also run Make with the Museum at The Curve Club on the last Saturday of the month.
These themed Pods, located over three floors, explore the heritage of the town, focusing 
on its nationally important industrial heritage and the history of its pioneering, vibrant community.

Also actively seeking volunteers for events, collections support, local history research and Trustees

Please lets discuss what else is needed to shape the offer for Slough schools and students

rob.harris@inbox.com


